Virtue epistemology is a distinctive approach to understanding the evaluative and metaphysical dimensions of cognition. Although the field is marked by considerable diversity and disagreement, there is broad agreement on at least two fundamental principles. On the one hand, virtue epistemologists agree that cognition is normative. Cognitive science has much to teach us about how we perceive, remember, reason, inquire, and so on, but unfortunately there is no easy path from these extremely valuable empirical insights to conclusions about how we ought to cognize, or what counts as good cognition. This is not to say that empirical facts about cognition are irrelevant to the normative questions, but only that important questions remain once all the science is in. On the other hand, virtue epistemologists agree that the ultimate source of epistemic normativity, and hence the central focus of epistemological inquiry, are cognitive agents and communities, along with the fundamental powers,
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